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	11th Conference of the European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients’ Associations (EFA)


30 May – 2 June 2007
National Palace of Culture, 1 Bulgaria Square , Sofia 1414, Bulgaria 
Equality in Health for People with Allergy, Asthma and COPD in Europe – 

Through prevention and self management to better quality of life
PROGRAMME

Aim: to produce EFA Allergy, Asthma and COPD Patient Declaration

Conference Committee:

· Svein Erik Myrseth, Norway
· Todor A Popov, Bulgaria
· Nikoleta Grigorova, Bulgaria
· Marianella Salapatas, Greece
· Erkka Valovirta, Finland
· Susanna Palkonen, Belgium


	Wednesday 30 May 2007


11.00 – 12.00       Press conference
12.00 - 13.45 
EFA Annual General Meeting 

14.00 - 14.45 
Opening Ceremony 
· Welcome words, SE Myrseth, EFA President 

· Greetings by Bulgarian Minister of Health and from M Kuneva, EU Commissioner on Consumer Protection, Bulgaria
· Welcome words, T Popov, Chairperson of the Bulgarian Medical Association

· Welcome to Sofia, N Grigorova, Vice-Chairperson of Bulgarians with Bronchial Asthma
· Cultural programme
15.00 – 17.50 
Session I: Introduction - The needs of asthma, allergy and COPD patients in Europe
Chair:: SE Myrseth, EFA President
15.00 - 15.20 
EFA in the sphere of interest of allergy, asthma and COPD patients, SE Myrseth
15.20 – 15.40 
What is Bulgaria doing for allergy, asthma and COPD patients? R Gaidarski, Bulgarian Minister of Health
15.40 – 16.00 
The needs of patients in Bulgaria, N Grigorova, Vice President Bulgarians with Bronchial Asthma
16.00 – 16.30       Coffee and exhibition

16.30 – 17.30 
Panel: What are the needs of the patients and how to respond them? Lead by a moderator and including speakers of the session
19.30 - 21.30 
Welcome reception at the Kempinski hotel
	Thursday 31 May 2007


08.00 – 8.45
        Meet-the-Professor:  Communication is key in Asthma Management - Challenge the GAP´s, sponsored by Altana/Nycomed
09.00 – 12.00
Session II Asthma: How to respond to the needs of asthma patients? Sharing best practices and latest research in asthma
Chair J Versnel, Asthma U.K.
09.00 – 10.10 
Asthma programmes, projects, campaigns, services and products, policies and influencing policy making in country and local level
· Finnish National Asthma Programme – Ten year results, E Valovirta, Finland

· Asthma treatment concerns: Patients and clinicians work together to prioritise future research, J Versnel, U.K.
· Children with Asthma – the Year 2007, A E Eriksrud, Norway

· Exercise and re-creation programmes in children’s asthma, J Judickiene, Lithuania

· Healthy learning environment in schools and kindergartens – who is responsible and what do we do about it?, E R.O. Strand, Norway
· The World Asthma Day 2007 in France, C Rolland, France

· Childhood Asthma Awareness Campaign, M Salapatas, Greece
10.10 – 10.30
The latest trends in asthma research, T Popov, Bulgaria
10.30 - 11.00 
Coffee and Exhibition
11.00 - 12.00
Panel Q&A Asthma. Goal: material for EFA Allergy, Asthma and COPD Patient Declaration. Lead by a moderator and including speakers of the session
12.00 – 13.30 
Lunch and Exhibition
13.30 – 16.30 
Session III Allergy: How to respond to the needs of allergy patients? 

Sharing best practices and latest research in allergy
Chair O Spranger, Austrian Lung Association
13.30 - 14.40
Allergy programmes, projects, campaigns, services and products, policies and influencing policy making in country and local level 
· New Finnish National Allergy Programme, E Valovirta, Finland

· Food allergy phrase leaflets in support of travelling patient, A.E Eriksrud, Norway

· The First French Allergy Day, C Rolland, France

· Children’s Allergy Competition 2007 in Slo, B Latkovic, Slovenia 

· Presentation, Sweden 

14.40 – 15.00
The latest of the latest and trends in allergy research, speaker tbc
15.00 – 15.30
Coffee and exhibition
15.30 - 16.30 
Panel Q&A Allergy. Goal: material for EFA Allergy, Asthma and COPD Patient Declaration. Lead by a moderator and including speakers of the session
16.30 – 17.00 
Coffee, Exhibition
20.00 - 22.30 
Folklore dinner 

	Friday 1 June 2007


09.00 – 12.00 
Session IV Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease COPD: How to respond to needs of COPD patients? Sharing best practices and latest research in COPD
Chair B Lydersen, Norwegian Heart and Lung Association
09.00 - 10.10
COPD programmes, projects, campaigns, services, policies and products and influencing policy making in country and local level
· 10+1 aims and 10 means for an effective policy in fighting chronic lung disease and its consequences, M.R Rutgers, the Netherlands

· COPD programmes in Italy, F Attolico, Italy
· COPD helpline – established by a patient organisation, B Lydersen, Norway
· Yoga centre in Bulgaria, A Vicheva, Bulgaria
· Patients to Patients project in Latvia, B Nilsson and C Fjellström, Sweden

· Ten Women with COPD awareness campaign, B Nilsson and C Fjellström, Sweden
10.10 – 10.30
The latest of the latest and trends in COPD research, W Mc Nee, President, European Respiratory Society ERS, U.K.
10.30 – 11.00 
Coffee and exhibition

11.00 – 12.00 

Panel Q&A Allergy. Goal: material for EFA Allergy, Asthma and COPD Patient Declaration. Lead by a moderator and including speakers of the session
12.00 - 13.30
Lunch and Exhibition
12:00 – 13:30

Parallel programme: Panel for medical specialists: Latest in Asthma and Allergic rhinitis, P Minchev, V Dimitrov, M. Staevska, Bulgaria



13.30 -16.00 
Session V The response of European Policies and Legislation to the needs of allergy, asthma and COPD patients 

Chair E Valovirta, EFA, Finland 
13.30 – 13.50
EFA European Policy Priorities and Advocacy, S Palkonen, EFA, Belgium
Indoor and outdoor air quality
13.50 – 14.05
EU Environment and Health Action Plan, DG Joint Research Centre, L Bontoux, Belgium
14.05 – 14.20
Green Paper on Smoke free environments, S Palkonen
14.20 – 14.50
Coffee and Exhibition 
14.50 – 15.05
Thematic Strategy and Directive on Ambient Air Pollution, L Bontoux, on behalf of A Kobe DG Environment, Belgium 
15.05 – 16.35
Discussion
16.00 -17.00
Meet-the-Professor: Asthma Control Test, sponsored by GSK Bulgaria
20.00 
Conference Dinner
	Saturday 2 June 2007


09.00 – 10.30
Session V continues The response of European Policies and Legislation to the allergy, asthma and COPD Patient Needs 
Chair E Valovirta 
Research

09.00 – 09.20
7th Framework Programme for Research FP7, FP7 NCP Health, D Ivanova, Bulgaria
Services and information

09.20 – 09.40
Health Services, R Radulescu, European Patients’ Forum
09.40 – 10.00
Information to Patients, DG Enterprise and Industry, J Copping
10.00 – 10.30          Discussion
10.30 - 11.00 
Coffee and Exhibition
11.00 - 12.30
Session VI Global Partnership to address the needs of patients with allergy and asthma
Global Allergy and Asthma European Network of Excellence (GA²LEN)

Chairs M Salapatas, EFA, Greece and M Wickman, GA²LEN Executive Committee, Sweden
11.30 – 11.45
What has GA²LEN achieved until this? M Wickman
11.45 – 12.00
Dissemination of research, N Auvergne, Belgium
12.00 – 12.15
How is EFA doing? M Salapatas
12.15 – 12.30
Discussion

12.30 
Conference closing words and the presentation and signing of the Sofia Declaration on Allergy, Asthma and COPD, SE Myrseth
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