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A Fresh Perspective on Severe Asthma in Europe 

Understanding & Addressing Patient’s Needs - Could We Do Better?
SAVE THE DATE: Brussels Media Briefing – 5th March 2007
· Allergy, the renowned international peer-reviewed publication, has published a unique study undertaken by The European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients’ Associations (EFA).  The published report investigates the impact of severe asthma across Europe.    

· EFA invites you to learn about the still unmet needs in the management of severe asthma and the need to ensure that the care of people with the condition, and their right to breathe healthy air, is prioritised across Europe.

· Severe asthma places a huge burden on Europe’s healthcare resources as well as having a massive human and socio-economic cost, including loss of employment, the breakdown of relationships and social isolation for people with the disease. The publication of the survey findings demonstrates the impact of severe asthma and the urgent need for higher standards of treatment, care and environmental regulation.  
· Asthma is a chronic condition which can be life-threatening, but its seriousness is often misunderstood and underestimated. 
· Nearly 30 million people in Europe
 have asthma – roughly one in thirty – and across the world the disease kills about 180,000 people every year. 
· These figures are growing at an alarming rate, particularly amongst children, and ironically, asthma prevalence is increasing in countries as they become more westernised, industrialised 
 and ‘successful’. 

· The event will involve speakers from the European Parliament, EFA and the authors of the severe asthma report. A severe asthma patient will also be sharing their experiences of the condition, illustrating the impact of the disease and the life-changing benefits of advances in patient care and access to a smoke-free environment. 

· EFA is acting to protect and empower Europeans at risk and invites European governments and the EU to review asthma care and environmental standards in order to reduce this burden. 
The media briefing will take place in Brussels on 5th March
For international media enquiries, please contact: 

Susanna Palkonen at EFA, Tel. +32 (0)2 227 2712, susanna.palkonen@efanet.org 
Isabel Ward at CCA on Tel: +44 (0)207632 1833, i.ward@cca-uk.com 
� The Global Burden of Asthma, report, developed for the Global Initiative for Asthma, 2004. http://www.ginasthma.com 


� World Health Organization Fourth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health, Budapest, Hungary, 2004.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.euro.who.int/document/eehc/ebakdoc05.pdf" ��http://www.euro.who.int/document/eehc/ebakdoc05.pdf�
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