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Introduction

Allergic diseases and asthma represent global health problems which are increasing in prevalence and severity. In 2000, more than 25% of the European population suffers from allergic diseases, and over 5% have asthma. The morbidity and social costs due to these diseases are substantial and increase regularly.

Primary objectives: 

By bringing together European groups of different expertises into a durable multidisciplinary NoE, Network of Excellence, which is going improve understanding of the causes and mechanisms of allergic diseases and asthma, and apply this knowledge to reduce the burden of these global health problems and improve the quality of care.

Secondary objectives:

· to combine all the existing, fragmented European forces from epidemiology to basic and clinical science as well as social sciences. 

· to assist researchers to access complementary expertise and tools

· to translate science into clinical practice and public awareness

· to disseminate information to policymakers, professions, patients, industry and the public

· to establish an open platform for joint activities including common databases, biobanks and novel communication facilities

· to develop a pan-european system of quality management for allergy services

· to incorporate patients’ view into the formulation of research policy

· to promote integrations between academia and industry

· to establish a clinical trials network

