TEMPLATE LETTER TO SEND YOUR MEPs
RE: Tackling today the fastest growing health problem that Europe faces – 72 million reasons to sign the Written declaration 0102/2007
Dear Member of the European Parliament,

I am writing to ask your kind support to the up to 72 million Europeans
 and the number of patients in your country who are suffering from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).

COPD continues to be under recognised, not understood and neglected as a European public health problem – the leading cause of chronic morbidity, fourth biggest cause of death in Europe and the 3rd by 2020
. 

COPD is a condition that causes gradual restriction of airflow, difficulty in breathing and because of this, gradual disability. The end stage is chronic respiratory failure, patients depending on oxygen therapy. 
The causes are smoking, second hand smoke, indoor and outdoor air pollution and genetic. But there is a lot we still do not know.
The good news is that the deaths, cost, work disability and suffering are preventable.
Your colleagues Catherine Stihler, Gerard Onesta, Avril Doyle and Jerzy Buzek have tabled the Written Declaration 0102/2007 that calls for stepping up awareness raising, promoting prevention, diagnosis and treatment, long term research, smoke free and smoking cessation policies and action on indoor air quality in Europe.
On behalf of the your country patients with COPD, and together with the European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients’ Associations (EFA)
 we ask for your support and urge you to please sign this declaration and thus help in fighting the fastest growing health problem in Europe. Please sign by the deadline 28 February 2008.
Thank you for your help. We remain at your disposal for any further information,

Yours sincerely,
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� Introduce your society/organisation. Please find below the text that the EFA uses;


The European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients Associations (EFA)� is a network of 31 allergy, asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases (COPD) patient organizations in 20 countries across Europe with 500.000 patient and carer members committed to improve the health, quality of care and participation of patients with these diseases and prevention. � HYPERLINK "http://www.efanet.org" ��www.efanet.org�





