In connection of the World Asthma Day 6 May 2008 – awareness activities by EFA members across Europe. To be updated when more news received – last update 20 May
AUSTRIA

	Österreichische Lungenunion



	· Press conference and Press release: Presentation of the Survey “Severe Asthma in Austria”. 209 patients were included. The survey uses the same methodology and questionnaire as the EFA Fighting for Breath – A European Perspective on Severe Asthma survey.
Target audience: general public

Contact: Otto Spranger

www.lungenunion.at



BELGIUM

	Astma- en Allergiekoepel vzw. 


	· Free hotline on asthma for general public on 24th May: ‘Phone us on with you problem or to tell us your story. On this day we answer all your questions free of charge’. Number in Belgium: 0800/84321
Target audience: general public

Contacts: Erika Colen and Christine Baelus

www.astma-en-allergiekoepel.be 


FINLAND

	Allergy and Asthma Federation



	· Media alert published on April 28th: ‘Asthma patients’ allergic rhinitis has to be taken care of’ including information on allergic rhinitis and asthma – one airway, one disease and also highlighting the theme for World Asthma Day ‘You can Control Your Asthma’ 

Target audience: general population via the Media

Contact person Elina Demir

www.allergia.fi



FRANCE

	Association Asthme & Allergies

	· Publication of edition of brochures and posters on children’s asthma control. Enfant Asthmatique, pas de panique! - Child with asthma, no panique !
· Organisation of more than 80 events in asthma schools, pharmacies, local branches on May 6th.

The target audiences are parents of asthmatic children, health professionals and the Media

Contact: Christine Rolland

Press pack
www.asthme-allergies.org



GREECE
	ANIKSI
 

	In the context of World Asthma Day 2008, “Aniksi” organized an open event in Panathinaikon Stadium (Kallimarmaro) in Athens, on the 6th May at 2p.m to 7 p.m. It included:

· Distribution of leaflets concerning information about asthma and allergies and,

· Free asthma testing (with respiratory tests) 
The main message of the whole campaign was ‘You can Control Your Asthma’

Target audience: General population via the Media

Contact: Nikos Papadopoulos, Vice President “Aniksi”, ngp@allergy.gr

Anastasia Veneti, Public Relations Director, anastasia_veneti@yahoo.com
www.allergyped.gr



IRELAND

	The Asthma Society of Ireland



	· Press Release ‘New Research Reveals High Awareness of Environmental Factors but Poor Knowledge of Asthma Symptoms‘ on a research conducted by the Asthma Society of Ireland to all media; covered by national and local radio, national TV, national and regional newspapers and medical press.

· Public Information meeting: information stands staffed by asthma nurse specialist, followed by 3 talks

· Asthma Society information stand at asthma clinics in every hospital throughout the country.

Target audiences: General Public and people with asthma and families

Contact: Jean Holohan

www.asthmasociety.ie


LITHUANIA

	Lithuanian Council of Asthma Clubs


	· Conference ‘Patient with chronic disease in society – challenges and solutions’ for adult patients, doctors, nurses and public. 
· Feast day for children with asthma: ‘Physical activities and good temper are the best cure’: championships, competitions, quizzes, film, concert, karate show in Marijampole, Lithuania, 17th May

Target audiences: over 400 asthmatic patients, both adults and children, doctors and nurses from all over the Lithuania, public, media.

Contact person: Lina Buzermaniene, President

www.astmainfo.lt



The NETHERLANDS

	Astma Fonds



	· Press bulletin and TV transmission: Asthma is discovered too late in small children: as a result, wheezing and coughing small children do not get the correct treatment. With a new risk index, general practitioners can discover asthma in small children earlier. Astma Fonds makes study into this new method possible through their research foundation.
The target audience is General public

Contact: Arlette van Maanen and Monique Moerkens

www.astmafonds.nl 


PORTUGAL
	Associação Portuguesa de Asmáticos (Portuguese Asthmatic Patients Association)

	· Asthma and Rhinitis screening and control survey, including asthma and rhinitis control questionnaires, spirometry (lung function test), skin prick tests, specific IgE measurement and exhaled nitric oxide (eNO) measurements during the WAD in major Shopping Centre in Oporto, Portugal.

· Media press release and association member’s interviews concerning the need for a better control of allergic disease.
The target audience is general population, but with special focus on uncontrolled asthma and rhinitis patients.

Contact: Luís Araújo and Marianela Vaz 

www.apa.org.pt 


SWEDEN
	Swedish Astma- and Allergy Association


	· Swedish Asthma- and Allergy Association celebrate World Asthma Day 2008 by organizing seminars on allergy and asthma in different parts of Sweden. Please see www.astmaoallergiforbundet.se for more information.
· The association also run an information campaign about strong scents, perfume and other toiletries. Several studies show that more than 30% of a population, in some degree, suffers from airways problems/symptoms caused by strong fragrances and irritating chemical substances. Another study shows that quality of life is significantly reduced for these patients regarding leisure, hobbies, social life, and household work.(Millqvist Eva, 2007). PR materials: sticker ‘Use perfume free. Thanks’, postcard: including ‘Choose un-perfumed products’ in 11 languages and a leaflet ‘Choose perfume free’ with information on the topic: facts, why choose perfume free and where: public places, transport, children’s surroundings, sport and exercise facilities, work place and health care settings.
· Swedish Asthma- and Allergy Association’s Research Foundation arranges interactive lectures in Stockholm about latest research news regarding both children with asthma and adults with asthma.

· Ingalill Bjoorn, chairman of the board, Swedish Astma- and Allergy Association, also wrote an article together with representatives of healthcare professionals in the paper Dagens Medicin (‘Todays Medicine’) about ‘Effective investment is needed to save allergy care’. (20080430)
Target audience is the public. Hopefully some new members for the association!

Contact: Eva-Maria Dufva eva-maria.dufva@astmaoallergiforbundet.se 

www.astmaoallergiforbundet.se
www.dagensmedicin.se  debatt- ”Det behövs kraftfulla insatser för att rädda allergivården”
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