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The President


Foreword from EP President Jerzy Buzek to the Program for the European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients Associations-EFA launch of a Call to Action on Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease-COPD

European Parliament-30 June 2010

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends:

As president of the European Parliament it is my pleasure to welcome you, on the occasion of the launch of the European Call to Action on Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease. In response to the proposal of the European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients Associations, the European Parliament agreed to host this event, which shows the support of our institution to initiatives of this sort. The EU is a common project, which is centred around the health, the safety and the well-being of the European citizens. We certainly know how important it is to enjoy a healthy life and to be able to receive proper care when illness strikes. In the event of chronic conditions, in addition to receiving treatment, we must also be given emotional support and help in our day to day life.

We tend to take breathing for granted. However, unfortunately for those affected of chronic respiratory problems, this simple act of breathing can become a challenge, a source of suffering and anguish. I could not be more sympathetic to the objectives of your Call to Action.

According to the EFA there are about 100 million people in Europe with asthma, allergies and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, therefore the European Parliament is highly supportive of our fellow citizens, friends and family members who live with one of those conditions. But our support is far more reaching than what today's event shows. The European Parliament, in the context of the prevailing Treaties and the exercise of its powers, has taken many decisions and engaged itself in actions to reduce all those known causes and risk factors that are linked directly or indirectly to pulmonary diseases. Amongst them I would like to highlight:

· Actions and initiatives aimed at reducing the incidence of smoking in the population, which is without doubt the biggest single risk factor for COPD.

· Actions and initiatives aimed at minimising the major environmental factors particularly the heavy exposure to occupational dusts and chemicals (vapours, irritants, fumes).

· Actions and initiatives aimed at reducing indoor and outdoor pollution.

Just to give you an example, the European Parliament is proud of the role it played in the entry into force of the REACH framework policy which by controlling and limiting hazardous chemical substances will, hopefully in some years from now, ensure that European air, soil and water are less filled with potentially dangerous substances.

Certainly the epidemiologic understanding of respiratory diseases and their determinants, as well as the basic and clinical medical research for the prevention and treatment is of utmost importance, and again the European Parliament is committed to contributing to those endeavours, mostly through its funding engagements with the European Union Framework Programmes for Research.

As it has been said over the ages "the best cure is prevention" and this is why I have mentioned actions aimed at the primary prevention of respiratory problems. However, the improvement of medicines for asthma, allergies and COPD is also a priority for the European Parliament. Hopefully in the future we will extend this support to other well established complementary methods of treatment and symptoms relief.

The actions mentioned above are also a good example of the European Parliament support of including ‘Health in All Policies’, for which an increasing number of Members of this house show a keen commitment. 

Friends, our lives start with a breath and ends with an exhalation. Let us make sure that the wonderful adventure that we call life which lies just in between those two key moments, is as joyful and enjoyable as possible. Let us put our efforts in minimising the suffering of our fellow human beings both through taking responsible individual decisions and collectively through policies aimed at a healthier environment, therefore healthier, more creative and happy lives.

Jerzy Buzek

President of the European Parliament
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