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Climate change and health: The Lancet

Climate change is a medical emergency

• Health effects of climate change are being felt today

• potentially catastrophic risk to human health

• climate change threatens to overturn health and 
development gains of the last 50 years

http://climatehealthcommission.org/the-report/

Watts N, Adger WN, Agnolucci P, et al. Health and 

climate change: policy responses to protect public 

health. Lancet 2015; published online June 23. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60854-62

http://climatehealthcommission.org/the-report/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60854-62


Climate change and health: The Lancet

Direct and indirect health effects of climate 

change, Lancet study



Climate change and health: The Lancet

Positive message:

• tackling climate change could be the greatest global health 
opportunity of the 21st century

• many mitigation and adaptation responses to climate change 
are no-regret options, leading to direct reductions on the 
burden of ill health. We will also see cost savings.

• 10 policy recommendations including:

call to governments for an early and decisive policy package 
which targets air pollution from the transport, agriculture, and 
energy sectors, and aims to reduce the health burden of 
particulate matter (especially PM2.5) and short-lived climate 
pollutants, thus yielding immediate gains for society. 



Improvements for NEC

NEC needs to be made stronger

Ambition level:

• Commission proposal would still leave 50% of the 
health impacts in 2030

• EP impact assessment: synergies with climate&energy
package: 75%  gap closure is possible

• Make 2025 reductions binding for all

pollutants



Improvements for NEC

http://www.eeb.org/air-o-meter/
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Improvements for NEC

NEC needs to be made stronger

Pollutants – Agricultural sector

-Methane: precursor for ozone, powerful greenhouse gas; 
methane reductions need to be in the new directive

-Ammonia: precursor for particulate matter. 

Agriculture needs to contribute its part cleaner air in Europe

NGO position paper:

http://env-health.org/IMG/pdf/nec_paper_final.pdf
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Improvements for NEC

NEC needs to be made stronger

Pollutants – Energy sector

Mercury: highly toxic heavy metal; damaging children’s health 
and development

In the EU, power plants are the main source of mercury 
emissions, no EU emission limits yet for large combustion plants

EP ITRE Committee supports inclusion of mercury

NGO position paper:

http://env-health.org/IMG/pdf/nec_paper_final.pdf



Materials

Ten principles for clean air 
B. Brunekreef, I. Annesi Maesano, J.G. 

Ayres, F. Forastiere, B. Forsberg, N. 

Kunzli, J. Pekkanen, and T. Sigsgaard



Know your air for health

http://www.knowyourairforhealth.eu/
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