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What is the European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients Associations (EFA)?

EFA is a European alliance of 32 member organisations in over 21 countries. The alliance is a network of allergy, asthma and COPD patient organisations that was founded in 1991 in Stockholm, Sweden.  

EFA was created to combine the forces of national patient associations on asthma and allergy for results at European level and to improve the health and quality of life of people in Europe with those diseases. Serving the interests of allergy and airways patients at the national level is the primary responsibility of individual members and EFA's supports member organisations by facilitating the sharing of knowledge and experiences. In 2002, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) was added to EFA's mandate.

EFA’s mission is to improve the health, care, environment and participation of people with allergy, asthma and COPD in addition to the prevention of these diseases. EFA's external vision is directly related to their mission and focuses on the question of how successful the alliance is in influencing policymaking, supporting the creation of a European network of strong and professional national organisations, empowering member organisations to ensure patients' interests are served in a comparable way across Europe.

There are over 500,000 patient and carer members in EFA member organisations. 
EFA's founding countries were: Finland, Germany, Iceland, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Since then EFA membership has grown rapidly and now covers most of the European Union countries: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland and the UK. 

EFA is the only patient organization working with WHO at the Global Alliance Against Respiratory Diseases (GARD) Planning Committee and co-operates with other relevant NGOs: European Patients Forum (EPF), Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL), European Network for Smoking Prevention (ENSP).  

EFA also works with healthcare professional and patient organisations including Global Allergy and Asthma European Network of Excellence (GA²LEN), International Primary Care Respiratory Group (IPCRG), European Academy of Allergology and Clinical Immunology (EAACI) and European Patients Forum (EPF).

EFA is member of the DG SANCO EU Health Policy Forum, together with (around) 59 other European level health NGOs, DG Environment EU Consultative Forum on Environment and Health and the DG SANCO Expert Group on Indoor Air Quality 

EFA is an independent non-profit organization and its central office is located in Brussels, Belgium. 
www.efanet.org

What is the Global Alliance against Chronic Respiratory Diseases (GARD)?

Launched in March 2006, GARD is a voluntary alliance of national and international organisations, institutions, and agencies committed towards the common goal to reduce the global burden of respiratory diseases. 
The Alliance vision is for “a world where all people breathe freely” and its purpose is to initiate a comprehensive approach to fight chronic respiratory diseases. This involves four strategic objectives:

· ADVOCACY. To raise the recognition of the importance of chronic respiratory diseases at global and country levels, and to advocate the integration of prevention and control of such diseases into policies across all government departments. 

· PARTNERSHIP. To promote partnering for the prevention and control of chronic respiratory diseases. 

· NATIONAL PLANS ON PREVENTION AND CONTROL. To support WHO in assisting countries to establish and strengthen national policies and plans for the prevention and control of chronic respiratory diseases using WHO endorsed approaches and methods. 

· SURVEILLANCE. To support WHO in monitoring chronic respiratory diseases and their determinants and evaluate progress at country, regional and global levels. 

The Global Alliance is part of the global work to prevent and control chronic diseases. Because most of the chronic respiratory diseases are under-diagnosed, under-treated and the access to essential medications in many countries is poor, a global effort to improve the diagnosis and the medical care is needed. 

GARD provides a network through which collaborating parties can combine their strengths and knowledge, thereby achieving results that no single partner could attain alone. GARD also improves coordination between existing governmental and nongovernmental programmes, which avoids duplication of efforts and wasting of resources. 

http://www.who.int/gard/en/
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